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Lord from 3 yea, $65 the Sie 


that they may reſt from their t * ar 
vl, do follow them... 


4d i 'HESE words' teach us that 1 3 
ſufferings are allotted to good men in this | 
and deſigned as means to prepare them for ix 
a ſtate of glory in the world to come. That the = 
folemn event of death is needful to break down |. 
- | + that ſeparating wall, which excludes the faithful = 
| fervants of God, from that compleat felicity 1 


which is provided for them in the heavenly | 
World. Me. however undefirable in itſelf, | et, $50 
Ie conſequences will be very happifying.. They | po 
"0% ; die, that they m WOT from their labors, an 

1 Lad bY. ts of their faithful EO 
Their works ſhall not go before them as the pur- 


n 


5 chaſe and price of the heavenly inheritance; but 
i ſhall follow them as the evidence of their havin 

. lived and died in the Lord. Good men ſhall 

x ol not be rewarded for their works, but pods to 

„ ww” Their * deeds ſhall be the rule and 


| mate union between C 


. The bleſſedneſs of the Dead 


— 


meeaſure of the reward; but the real ground ne 
. cauſe of it, is the righteguſncly.gf Chat, With⸗ 


out this, neither ur pepſhns nor ices enn. 
accepted With God. * 1 * 


But ſince the conſequences of death are very 
intereſting to us, let us enquire into the charac- 
ter of thoſe who are here declared, in this ſolemn 
manner, to be bleſſed in their death & And then, 
what are ſome of thoſe things, in which this bleſ- 
ſedneſs does conſiſt? 
I. What is-the. 1 who are 
bleſſed in their death? -Blefſed are the dead who. 


_ die in the Lord, ſaid the voice from Heaven,— 


This mode of exprefficwisofteh'ofed i in the bible, 
but not always to conyey the ſame meaning. — 
avrs and in many other paſſages, it refers to fiat 
decial relation; which true chriſtiaus beat = 
hriſt Jeſus. "They. are united to him as the 


branches to the vine, he is pleaſed to admit 
them into a very near and dear basel with 
himſelf ; and to account them ene with him, ſo 
às to entitle them to thoſe ſaving bleſſings, which 


he, as mediator, has purchaſed, and has right to 


ge wer N more Rn to be i ip 1 5 


eaks of a near 1 inti- 
riſt and his puriouah, leed. 


The Goff el often 


10 him in robe guts * works. b 


_ He is in them by the gracious influences of the 
r Kn Iirit, by which the ſame, mind, the ſame 
ſpirit and Uifpoſitlon | is wrought in them, which 
is in him. Thus they are faid to be partakers of 
Ehrift: - They have t fo fame holy and, heavenly 
mind, which was in him in a very eminent de- 


gree, yea, Vithout meaſure, e is elieQed 


This is intended part! ieularly.1n the words of owr © . 
text, The bond of this union, on our part, is 
faith. Hereby the ſoul becomes united to Chriſt, 
and, amaſted' in the ſaying-benefits of his w. 
ation. We are often faid to be juſtifed bv; 
faith: in Chriſt; i. e. by that righteouſneſs of his 

LESS faith 5 Qut of reſpect - to this 
only, God is at peace with the ſinner; o 
bis fins, and makes him an heir of the heavenly „ 
inheritance, By a bumble faith in Chriſt as the 
Lord our righteouſneſo, we become united to, 
me 3 in Wm. to ſaving 8 7 e 
the Lord Flue; 260 thou ſoalt 7 uad, 1 


: ,. , "_ k 11 *; 8585 . * * PN 5 
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1 e | 


| 8 the Hor is created. anew in Chriſt :-It | 


is born of the ſpirit, and fitted fer a life of new 


obedience on earth 2 and, 1 in. ome meaſuxe, for 3 
alife of glory in Heaſen, Of him, ſas our .f 
polite, are ye in Chriſt Jeſus; and as the renewed 
ſoul is the ſubject of a gracious change, ks:the 
object of Chriſt's love: As the father-bath vel 
me, ſo have loved: you, 5 $ 1 5 to ps: +: ee we 


Pe ade, Je m 255 2 . — — Fa re 2s FER 


* 


preflion ſometimes, refers to 8 7 conflitited 2nd x 
faving union which, the, believer bears to. Ehril 


Since this grace is conſidered as a — 


mark. 3 in the character of thoſe whoſe death xr ; 5 
: eventually prove.a bleſfing, let us enquire how 
WM 18 effected: Or What py We: of IE” ove 7 


which uſually lead to ii? a g 
As a general anſwer, we obſerve; Th is a "Salt 


| of the holy ſpirit's ſaving operation upon the 
heart of a ſinner. Thus we read, Eph, il. 8, 10. 


By grace arequ ſaved, through faith, and 0 bt 


of Jourſel ves ir is the gift of God. That we be- 5 


. to  flvation, ud Ny þ — * | 
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© 27 16 un ra, 7 the dad — 
a 3h oi to  divin vine alkanes and! grac "A 
For wot are bis ae neee, ctcated 7 in Cl if Je- 
ur, unto gbod abr. E 
But tho we are fallen, yet God is Pienſed to 
deaf with us as rational creatures: He draws us 
Withthe cords of a mans” and with the bands of 
compaſſionate lorfſe oolt at Tort) 
Att. Hereby the jul 4s convinced. > fn or of 
its loſt and ruined ſtate as a ſinner. That the 
way he is in, is the way to hell, leading down to 
the chambers of eternal death. He is thus con- 
vinced that᷑ the curſe of the law lies upon him=— 
It ſeems t0 point him ent, and Tay, Ihen art the 
win; thou art a condemned matefator'; Ard 
nothing but the abuſed Patience of God. keeps 
_ thee from endleſs perdition. The awakened fin- 
ner is ready to ery out with the convinced: Jaylor, 
Sirs, coat nuft I do io be ſaved ? When Amis et in 
order before the ſinner, and he is made/t6&' know 
his abominations, he cant but tremble” ut the ap- 
prehenſion of his ſin and danger. In this cafe, 
he hopes to reſtore peace to his mind; by methods 
of his own deviſing: and pacify the Deity an. 
his on eonſcience by prayers. and tears, penan- 
ces and reformations. A ſelf. righteous ſpitit 
was very apparent in the Phariſees and Jews in 


general; and is common to mankind; and per- 


_ haps, never operates with more violence, than 
when ſinners are awakened to ſerious concern 
reſpecting the iſſue of their evil courſes,” But 
they are not prepared to accept Chriſt” and his 
185 ſalyation, until they are convinced that creatiire- 
5 _ are no better than refuges of 6 
Again. The convinced ſoul is 'perfuaded 
that Chriſt Jeſus is ſuch a ſaviour as he needs: 
That it is a faithful ſaying and'worthy of all ac- 
_ceptation- that Chriſt came into the world to fave 
even the * of ſinners; 0 ne he — 


which he has made of himſelk, is 


intereſted in all his faviny 
and they are Chriſt t, and Chriſt is God's, LY 


— i > ir 


1 bimſelf 3 in his hands. The, —— a 


for fin... He has died, the juſt. . the unjuſt; 5 
and now God can be 5 to him elf, and yet Justi. a 


there i 18 0 other name under Heaven given a- 


mong men, whereby they can be ſaved, but the 


name of Jeſus: He deſires to be 7 in bim, not ; 


having his own righteouſneſs, which is 0 5 low, 1 8 


but that which is through the faith, ; of Chri 55 
The objections to the 3 falvation,: 2 3 | 
appear to ſinners of great. weight, ate femoved 
by the convincing influences of the holy ſpirit. 
They are dae to ſee themſelyes j | ly. CON 
demned by the law of God, and thus ſhut up to 
the faith of the goſpel. "Their, hearts feel. what 


. o 


their underſtandings ſees : and being. convinced 
| that Chriſt i is able and ready to ſave. all. who ; EE 
come unto God by him, their ſoyls go. forth 3 

wards him and reſt on him as the Lord their 


righteoufneſs. Thus they hearke en to — - 


2 and invitations of the golpel ; receive Chriſt as | EL 
a whole ſaviour ; and, by the goſpel conſtitution, 


are in him; becomè united to him, as the branch⸗ 
es to the vine: and, with this union they become 


benefits. All i 10 th od 5 


l 


EX we. maß obſerve, that the faith by - which 5 


ers 5 and effects. 7 is an Operative 1 


grace and works by love ; it purifies the heart, ä 
and is productive of new obedience. ,, The promi- 


ſes of the goſpel, aſſure the believer of eternal! 
| blefſedneſs, conſidered as having run .the N 


an race, and thus laying bold of. the, Dee: which 15 


18 ſet before him. 
The believer indeed is an 1 55 the. Sealy 


inheritance; b but; is — 8 e Wh Be has — 


4 


is a propitiation 


the ſinner, who believeth on 9 eſus. And. as . 


LEE... ni? 1364 dead 
fou foogbt the fig glit, and kept the faith; 2 

Rte os, till all old things are 0 
away, And all things are berome new: till he 18 


attempered to the bleffedneſs and enjoytnetirs 'of | 


that world, where all fing and” boring ate 
followed by complete holineſs and felitity. yr. 

Thoſe who 55 tive in the Lord Jeſus, beit 
Uditen to him by a faith which is not dead; 'be- 
ing alone, are bleſſed now in the love and fbr 
of God, and ſhall be more pleffed when they! mall 
enter into the joy of their Lord. 

We are now to enquire, wherein Wei their 
Hlefſediiels conſiſt ? chey are pronounced bleſſed, 


That they nay reft from their Iabors. Tho the "11 4 
8 


man does not accotint it a burden to ſerye 


the may welt eſteem it a favor to be difiiifled . 


the buſy ſcenes of life, and admitted to that 
Deren reft which remaineth for the faithful 
ſervants of God. Heis concerned to be faith- 


ful to the death, 'confidi eee pro. | 


miſe, I toill give'thee a crown-of life.” His good 


works thall follow him into the other world + 


| The'meiiory ef then will be pleafiint, and tlie | 


reward glorious, far above their deſerts. 

; 85 here may take in ſafferings as well a8 
actual ſervices. Thoſe, who die in the Lord, are 
freed from thoſe many, undeſirable thing which 
they meet with here. They are freed from ſin- 
ning and from ſuffering. The frſt is the 
cutting eite l the lf, and both are e le of 
e 1 


I need not ſpend Woch time to böte 1 5 


inlels perfection does not belong to the charac- 


ter of the beſt men. We are expreſsiy told that 


there it not a juſt man on earth, that daeth'good and 


fJinneth not. 7 wwe ſay, abe have no fin, "we deceive 


"ourſelves, and the truth it not in us. The Rpoſ- 


tle Paul, an eminently good * and not a Whit | 


r YI Sa» AS MALO» mom” 


E 


aq 
ve ms 


Fu te. 
a 


1 wwho die ; in the Lord. A 0 


— 


behind the very chiefeſt Apoſtle, found a law 
in his members, warring aan the law of his 


mind, and bringing him into captivity to the law 
of ſin ; ſo that he was often doing what he con- 
demned himſelf for; and neglecting to do what 
his judgment told him, ought to be done. He 
therefore cries out in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, 

O, wretched man that I am! who ſhall delivet 
me from the body of this death? And where is 


the man, who cannot, from his own experience, 
_ ſubſcribe to ſaint Paul's confeſſion of the evil 


propenſity of his heart, and the many fad ex- 


preſſions of it in his life? An evil heart, an en- 
Inaring world, and a tempting devil frequently 5 
cauſe him to break the beſt reſolutions; offend 


againſt his God; and arm his conſcience againſt 


himſelf. What a happy change does the good 


man make, when he leaves this ſinning world, 


for a ſtate of perfect holineſs! where no fretting, 5 
miſchief making paſſion diſturbs his inward re- 


poſe, or interrupts the exerciſe of grace 


Again. Glorified Saints are freed from all 
thoſeè natural evils which attend them in this 
world. We are told that man is borm to trouble 
as the ſpar kr fly upwards : And this is confirmed 


by experience: We ſee it, we feel it, every day. 


Even our beſt enjoyments ſeem to have a curſe 
entailed to them. I eazing diſappomtments at- 
tend our outward intereſt. Riches take to them- 
ſelves wings and fly away. Job loſt his flocks 
und herds, and ſervants, in quick ſuccefſion.— 
Many have fallen, from the ſummit of worldly 
affluence, down to the depths of poverty, in an 


Inſtant.” But the heavenly inberitance is ſures 


Treaſures above a are not Fagan to che accidents | 


of time. 


How dat are we ial to patt with worldly 


friends and dear connections. Parents, with 
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"Fae bye bleſſedueſs of the dead | . 


heartfelt pain, have mourned the loſs: of chit-. 
. dren/; and children the loſs of parents, of bre- 
thren and fiſters. Huſbands and wives have 
been called to part and bid a long adieu. And 
bother near connections have been diſſolved by 
the cold hand of death. Such trials can't be de- 
ſeribed; feeling only will teach us. But in 
Heaven, the children of God are ſecured: from 
ſuch providences. Death never enters the walls 
olf the new. Jeruſalum. O happy ſtate, where 
brethren, whole hearts unite in a friendſhip, 
meet never to part! 
_ . Further, Glorified Saints: are ſecure. from 
every injury to their perſons. | We have learned 
by feeling, what bodily pain is. Holy Job was 
a remarkable inſtance of this kind of ſuffering, 
In addition to other more trying afflictions, we 
find him covered with noiſome and painful ul- 
Lers, which cauſed him to complain, in the lan- 
guage of diſtreſs, I am made io poſſeſs months of 
vanity : aueariſome nighis are appointed to me. 
When ] hye down, I ſay, when ſhall I riſe and the 
. night be gone? and Jan full of tafjing to and fro, 
anto the dawning of the day. Others have had 
ſimilar trials. They are chaſtened with pain up- 
on their beds, and the multitude of their bones 
with ſtrong pain. But, in Heaven theſe feelings 
are not known. The inhabitants of that world 


ſhall not ſay, Lam fick. Everlaſting vigor, cheer- 


fulneſs and eaſe ſhall render every foul forever 
_ zealous and active in obedience, as the N bert 
are in Heaven. 

Further. Glorified Sainte are not in 
of ſuffering. in their reputation. Heaven — 5 
no whiſperers, no backbiters, nor evil minded 
perſons; ſuch as are, alas, ioo common. in this 
world, where the tongue of flander, tho a little 
member, is a world of miſchief: ſetting on fire 
| „ 


Oe 


who die in the Lord. 11 
Sam of nature, and is, itſelf, ſet on fire of 
Once more. Heaven puts an end to all thoſe 
anxious fears and doubts which attend good men 


in this life. Some are, all their days, in bondage 
thro' fear of death and other undeſirable events. 


They are, ſometimes, in doubt, whether God is 
their reconciled friend; and fear the conſequen- 


_ ces of dying. But when they are ſafe landed on 


the heavenly ſhore, they rejoice. to find them- 
ſelves admitted into the preſence of God and 
Chriſt, and the bleſſed fociety of Angels and 
Saints. And when their bodies ſhall Be raiſed, 


they ſhall be incorruptible and immortal. Death 
Hall have no more dominion over them. They 
have no doubt whether their repentance was un- 
to life, or their faith that by which the jaſt ſhall 


live. All fears of coming ſhort of the glory of 
Godareat an end. Buttheſe are bleflings of a 


negative import: Evils which do not follow good 
men into the other world, tho they cleave faſt to 


them, whilſt here. We proceed to obſerve, 


284 ly. That the bleſſedneſs of glorified Saints, 
conſiſts in all poſitive good. This will more 


than counterbalance the evils which the children 


of God may meet with, in this diſciplinary 
ſtate. The Apoſtle reckoned, that the /ufferings 
of the prelent time were not worthy to be compared 


- 


with the glory which ſhall hereafter be revealed in 


But firſt. One thing of great importance 


here, is this, that glorified Saints enjoy the moſt 


intimate communion: with the great God, our 
Tather in Heaven, The holicft. and wiel of 


men, in this imperfect ſtate, know but little of 
God. The largeſt manifeſtations of his love, to 
their ſouls, are but ſmall foretaſtes of that hap- 


-pineſs which is enjoyed in his preſence above. 


12 be bi * of the dead 
0d is the ſum of good; the fountain of per- 
fection and bleſſedneſs: 55 all the good, which 
we poſſeſs, is derived from our heavenly father. 
But the high ſavor of theſe good things is much 
abated, by their coming to us, thro the channel 
of the Criature, and with the tincture of a curſe. 
Ottentimes, they are thick and clouded and trou- 
bled waters. But in Heaven, God deals out to 
his children immediately, and in the largeſt mea- 
fures ; as might be expected of a great and boun- 
tiful king and father, who delights to honor and 
nappify his own favourites. This V will be un- 
ſpeakable and full of glory. 
Another circumſtance a „ to „ the 
| felicity of Heaven, is this, that the redeemed of 
Chriſt ſhall be admitted into his immediate pre- 
ſence, and to the actual participation of thoſe 
good things which he has procured for them.— 
How will they rejoice to /ee Chriſt as be is, in 
diſtinction from what he was when on earth, in the 
form of a ſervant, and even of a Malefactor; ia 
man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief; with 
his viſage marred more than any man's. Fath- 
er, 1 will, ſays our divine Lord, that thoſe whom. 
_ thou haſt given me, be wvith me, where I am that 
they may behold my glory which thou baſt given 
me. If the Queen of Sheba had reaſon _ pro- 
nounce thoſe happy, who were admitted to hear 
Solomon's wiſdom, and to partake of his royal 
munificence, what ſhall we ſay of thoſe Who 
ſtand cominually before God, and ſee his glory 


and the glory of the Lamb: and ſo as to be 


made partakers of that glory 3 to feel themſelves 
immediately intereſted in it.“ To them Chriſt 
uill give to eat of the tree of life, and of the hid- 
den manna : Vea, he will make them pillars in the 
temple of God, and they ſhall go no more out: 
Vo! and ae will write * them the name . his 


Bs 


+ "who dies inthe Lord. W OM 
God; and the name of the eity of hits God, 
which'3 is New. Jeruſalem: and he will write up- 
on them his own new name.' Vea more, if more 
can be, he will grant them to ſit with him in 
his throne; and he that ſitteth on the throne, 
ſhall dwell amongſt them. The Lamb, which 
is in the midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them and 
ſhall lead them unto living fountains of water; 


2 God ſhall wipe away all tears from their 


Theſe and many other paſſages of ſacred 


4 2 e, ſet forth to us, in a very inſtructive 


manner, that ſuperior glory, which ariſeth from 
intimate communion with the bleſſed God and 
our divine Redeemer; to which good men are 
admitted, when they jeave this world. . 
Again. Death is a bleſſing to the Saints, in- 
aſmuch as it introduces them into the company 
of the bleſſed above; holy Angels and glorified 
Saints. Good men are now excluded, by a wall 
of fleſh; from the ſociety of their kindred ſouls ; - 


their brethren; their beſt friends in glory. But 
ere long this ſhall be taken doyn; and that 
glorified company open full to view. Oh! how 
will it raviſh the departing ſpirit, when it comes 
in fair view of that holy ſociety; Angels of light 
and glory; probably, of various ranks and ord- 
ers; ſuch as are darkly pointed out by thrones, 
dominions, principalities and powers : and allo petr- 
fected ſpirits. of good men, who went before, 
and with other glorious intelligences, ſurround 


the throne and teſtify the warmeſt gratitude and : 


higheſt reverence, in hymns of praiſe and thankſ- 


giving to Ja who ſitteth on the 1 to the 
Lamb. 


If the Wala inhabitants rejoice at the. con- 4 


0 of one ſoul, much more will they rejoice 


at his arrival in Heaven. They will, with pureſt 


. admit ara, to W in thoſe di- 


* 


14 ; The bleſſedneſs of the dea 
vine a ments, from whence reſults perk 
felicity. How will thoſe, who were fellow-ſuf- 
ferers here, rejoice to meet in Heaven, where is 
no ſinning, nor ſorrowing! With what raviſhing 
joy, will huſbands and wives, parents and chi- 
dren, and other dear connections, wha: were 
once called to a mournful parting, embrace each 
other with the aſſurance that they | ſhall never 
part again! How will they entertain one another 
with recounting thoſe wonderful events, which 
have fallen out within their notice, or in ſome 
other way, come to their knowledge! 
Ihe ſociety of unembodied ſpirits is not a 
mere ſilent ſnew. Saints newly arrived, receive 
much intereſting information from Angels, and 
from Saints who' went before, reſpetting the per- 
felons of God and his works of creation, of 
vidence and of grace. Many of the myſteries, | 
4 Which involve theſe works will be unfolded by 
thoſe bright intelligencies, who have been under 
the beſt advantages for knowing the operations 
of God, and his wiſe deſign in them. How little 
is known of him, by thoſe who have ſtudied moſt = 
into his word and works! an infinite variety of 
things lie wholly out of our ſight. But all are 
made known to the glorified children of God, 
Which will tend to give them more juſt, exalted 
and happifying views of their ee and Re- 
deemer. When that, which is in part, ſhall 
be done away, then ſhall they ſee face to Tage, 
and know as they are known. | 
Bat in a word. Since the leide Saint „ 
holy 4 God is holy; ſo he is happy, liłe him.— 
The enjoyments and entertainments of Heaven, 


which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, norithe 


heart of man conceived, will fill the holy ſoul 
with unſpeakable and unceaſing jo! * and glory 3 Sg 
without this laſt * all e is as noth- 


welk. | 


foul 


wh — 


. A 


ing. d de a kind of hell in MD to 
think of once looſing Heaven; as it would be a 
kind of Heaven to the damned, had they but 
hopes of once eſcaping. O eternity l thou — 
lemn, intereſting word, which contains the pe 
fection of glory and 
be called bleſſed, who reſt”. Fram: the Ke, wal 
and pain, which fall to the lot of the. beſt men, in 


this ſtate of exerciſe, of trial and diſcipline; and 


are allowed to enjoy the happifying fruits of their 
faithful ſervices, ace 
merciful and faithful God and Saviour. 


according to the rich grace of a 


The application is before us. It is 3 ; 


that we are made for an eternal ſtate of exiſtences 
andi ſhall, immediately after death, be admitted 2 


to manſions of pas glory and felicity; or, or, 
be conſigned to dwell with everlaſting bur 


Our condition after this life will not be eo. 
He, who is filthy, muſt be filthy ſtill: - He, who 
is unjuſt; muſt be unjuſt ſtill. He, who is miſe- 
. — muſt be er till. The holy ſpirit 
does not attend departed ſinners with his renew- 
ing influences; or with the offers of ſalvation. 
Ik is then of the higheſt importance, that, without. 
delay, we become united to Chriſt, by a true 
and living faith: and gr 


eatly for our confolation, 


| that we be well: affured of the favor and 8 


ſhip of God. If this could not be obtained, it 


muſt be fubmitted to, ke other unavoidable 
_ evils. © But the nature of the thing | 


g, and our bi- 


plied, in the diſcriminatingcharacteriſtics of Saints 


and finners, which we find clearly pointed out: 
and in many exhortations, to examine and prove 
; and know ourſelves; e tf 


Perhaps, the divine n wi hay pace 


y Me en: have aſſured ſome of his own children 
their 3 in ä WEI pleal- 


16 T he bieſſeuneſt of the dead 
—— — FF. | | 
ed to ſignify to Abraham” that he approved. of 
his faith and obedience, and admitted him to 
wonderful familiarity with himſelf, by this he 
might infer, that God was indeed his friend. 
Moſes, David, and many of the Prophets had 
ſimilar tokens of the divine favor. Daniel was 
expreſsly told; b Van Angel, that he was greatly 
beloved of God. But we have no warrant from 
the bible to look for this, in ordinary caſes.— 
Our buſineſs is to ſearch our on hearts: en- 
quire what is their habitual and prevailing diſpo- 
ſition, and alſo the tenor of our lives: and may 
count on former experiences, if they have been 
confirmed by a ſeries of gracious exerciſes; ſweet- 
ly and powerfully inffuencing to a petlevering 
courſe. of practical yirtueandipietys en : 
Let us then give diligence to de acguainted | 
with ourſelves; and not reſt eaſy, unleſs we can, 
on goſpel grounds, conelude that Chriſt is form- 
ed within us; and that we are in him, by! a _— 
juſtifying: faith, which worketh by lor. 
Again. What obligations are we ip wo 
the Father and to the Son, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 


and to the ſpirit. of all grace, that we have ſuch „ 


encouragement to hope for a bleſſed immortality. 
Obſervation and the bible, teach us, that the whole 
world lies in wickedneſs. It is true, not merely 
with now and then a caſe-hardened ſinner, that 
ne is deſtitute of the fear of God, but with the 
apoſtate race of man. The ſeeds of ſin are in 
every heart, as appears by their evil fruit. Our 


__ own conſciences are inſtead of a thouſand wWitneſ- 


ſes, to convict us of a perverſely ſinful bias. It 
follows, that we are under the ua, en 45 
us to endleſs perdition. eee. 
But the goſpel brings us glad Gange uf great Xp 
joy letting us know, that God fo loved Lehe — 
world, as to give his ſon to be a for 


ue a in the Eu. 2 


ſi; that: Wiioſeciir Belle un kim; foute 
EY perth but have everlaſting life,” The love of | 
Cliriff in making His (ul an offering for finz is 
without a parelleE' The invaluable benefits, pike | 
by His ſufferin Land death; we offered to 
ſinners of mankind, tlie loweſt terms. Noch | 
18 | an that” 


cir Hearts a 5 the Land? dy us: | 
abe 415 1. i, & fiot wg to be faved in the way 
of the ' golpel;/ this does not leſſen the grace of 
Gol ; nor our obligations'to praiſe im for the 
7 bf n love! It is peak reaſonable 
to do this, not 0 1 e forth 
bis br; "ah 727 ak living 
a e Base et rightooulaels; 
adlancing his Flory fr — « : 
The fut bed Which has been en dbr Confort 
yon nil GC lead to à uſe of exhortation; 
6 Besen of thoſe" who de an the Lord, 
Mould inflen thefving-to give all lizzence tb | 
betotiie whited'ts Chriſt.” ANoceithſtanding: the 
perverſeneſs of ſinners, God is pleaſed to treat 
em ke 
the cords of 4 min, aud with "the bands of com. 
ionate Tove. Life and ' death are ſet before N 
ein They are Hivited and urged to” che 
Hfe, that th 2 Rye forever; and to excite 
them to faithful diligence in che ſervice of God. 
They ate aſſured that their labor ſhall not be in 
Vain in the Lord. Theit good works, in their 


perſons of feafen; drawing them with = 


happffyiug fruits, ſhall follow them into the 


othet World. As then we love our ſouls, let us 
be up aud doing what our hands find to do with 
our might. Let us look to Chriſt, as the Lord our 
rightecuſneſs: thankfully accept his falvation, ; 
and with dutiful hearts ſubmit to his govern- 
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|; —— 


ment; forcaing our lives, by his BE OR and h Us; 
laws! The — will. veject thoſe _ 206 rewill, ng 175 
have him dv reign. aver them t his faithful dif=, 
ciples have his promiſe, that they ſhall. receive. 1 
hundred fold now in this, oſent. dime; and, in 
the world to come, eternal if E11 140 1 N 
Let us then be echorted f proſtrate on rlclves. 
with deep-humility; at the footitool, ,of.. forereign 
grace} and; by gn Chriſt, put in, for a 9985 
in the bleſſings me Plead not, 
ſinner, your inability, f. for a worſe plea cannot | 
made. It is of the moral kind; and e ee 
_ it riſes; the more inexcuſable, 3h e will not com 
o mes lays: hems to the Je *, that ye 1 ave 
life. If this is the great 020 
your falvation, (and what;elſe, can it bey 
the goſpel is in your. hatids£), you,may, with 
ful expectation, look for that ſoreſſ of pur 
ments, which awaits you; and from which, of you 
are kept by.the.abuſed patience. of God. nr 
But behold, now is the accepted time. "Cit 
ſtands at the door of your heart, and knocks. for 
admiſſion. Open at his call: and, oe 2 
lay, regeive him and his ſalvation. +, He. 
cioufly-afſured you, that he will not caſt, you, of 
but receive you intq the arms, of his mercy, an 
make yon an heir of eternal; bleſſedneſs. Let 
ee e and the Went) of Chriſt o 95155 
as powerful motives, to excite you to fly fo re- | 
fuge to lay hold on the hope which is: ſet Sen 
you, 9 live the life of the rightegus, that y on 
may die his death; and your laſt end be; like oy | 
Again. The conſideration of the bleſledneſs 
a thoſe who die in the Lord, may ſervet to: recbn- 


SF 


cile-the children of God. to the "4houghts « of dy- 4 


” ing. Death, in itſelf eonſideted, i is a, very un- 
deſirable event. I who; are in this tabernacie, 


| ds $799, Ways: our Arete being burden ned. many 5 


4 


"who a8 NBER 19 
ST 491 . 


7 5 with ths grievous Cds 'of life ; but 
oftener, with the body of ſin, which even good 
men, carry about with them; not that "wwe 001 

be uncloathed, as he adds; but cloathed upon bi 

aur houſe, which is from Heaven. But, conſider- 
ing death as the paſſage to glory; . the believer 
may be willing to die, and be abſent from the bo- 
1 dy,. that he. may be. preſent with the Lord; which, 
to, him, will be far better than a long continuance 
bares, When he mall put off the rags 55 * 1 


ty, he expects to put on the robes. of 


ments of raiſe. At. What time, therefore, the 
aciqus ſqul, is in the lively exerciſe of that 
Fd, „Which is the Fabltance wa things hoped. for, 
d the ; evidence of things not ſeen, his ar is 
1 Engaged from the enjoyments and amüſements 
of ſenſe: They: are, to him, like the ſmall duſt of 
ms balance. With high ſatisfaction, can he 
of exchanging the ; Fife for the ſubſtance : 

thea airy pleafures of a moment, for the ſubſtan- 


4. 


tial joys of eternity; and, in the firm hope of a 


reſurrection to incorruption and immortality, | he 
can fay, in the language of inſpiration.  O death 


ROT is thy ing | ? O grave, where is: thy x 825 
to 
x . more. The ſub AK" tl afford 5 151 


conſolation to the children of God, When tied 


to part with their friends, as they. truſt in the 


Lord. Weep: not for me, ſaid Chriſt,” to the 
däugbters Jeruſalem. Could they have ſeen 


the y agel. and full of glory, which await- 


ed him; it would have ſerved to dry. vp ther 
tears 3, if they were indeed his friends. . © 


"ii, by faith and hope we can look into Ks, 
and ſee our departed Tfriendas in thoſe manſions of 
glory, which their dine Lord had prepared for 


veep on” their*accodhr f ye, 


them, could we 


wall: not find himſelf naked, but eth with 5 


* 
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% Th baſede of the dead 


loved me, faid Chriſt to his Diſciples, re would 
rejoice, | becauſel ſaid, 1 go unto my father, 

It is our uty to Weep and mourn, when out 

heavenly father is pleaſed to correct us. W 

ought. to humble ourſelves under his. mighty 

hand; and for our inſtruction and improvement, 
bearken ta the leſſons which he 1 is giving us. But 
good reaſon to believe that our departed friends 
are ſafely arrived at that city of our God above, 
andare pin full draughts of Sol felt an FA 
yer tailing plea ure, at that river of God, whit 

| gere at Ri right hand, Will 9 0 6825 | 

0 for th ich tho ah, weep for ris 

ets, who are fill in 15 Nate Gb ine. 

5 ” Thet ou a8 his which þ ave been ſug 7-5-0 oY 
lead our meditations, wit 1 re reſpe& 
the 0 providence, which has called us t6- 

fo, ou as it relpet $ us, rather 13 

m. aach e obſec vies we are now attendin 4 
For we mourn, not as thoſe who have no hope 
but have the conſolation of à Well. grounded 
lief, that our departed friend has joined the foci. 

ety ofHoly Angels and. perfected. heh of e ö 

| men. \ 5 | 

Many, of this afſembly, have been well - 

Ut with that venerable ſervant MN 'God, 
whoſecorruptible remains axe ſoon to be depo- 

ſued in the ſolitary manſion of the Val It 
would therefore be needlels, - for the purpoſe of 
informing t. their minds, to give any traits of his 
character. Yet it may be uſeful to the living, to 

be reminded of thoſe things, itt the lives of good 
men, which may tend to excite in them a Tauda- 
ble emulation to r their heavenly father : 25 
11 their faulty | fections (for thole are 
to be found in the i bell ch hr! ſtians) ſhould be im- 
4 proved for our warning. 8 1 

Funeral eulogiums af fometimes, n Vette 


— 2 
4 a. AE. cs 


f 0 Vs F 
+, who die in the Lord. : > 84 
VT 1 . 


ap Tallone fanteries, which injure the charac- 


£4 4 


The preacher is nat apprehenſive that he ſhall 
thus offend, whilſt he foggeſt a few. things for 
the information of fome, now preſent. 
© "That veterable man whoſe remains ate before 
us, was à native of Southbury, in this State; and 
deſcended from parents, reſpectable on many ac- 
counts ; and eſpecially, for their exemplary pie- 
ty. This ſon was trained up to be uſeful to man- 
Kind, in ſome manual profeſſion, His heart was, 
hopefully, ſeaſoned with divine grace, in early 
fe. This might tend to beget in him an earne 
deſire to ſerve God in the golpel of his ſon. That 
he might ay 2 further foundation for uſefulneſs 
inthe ſacred, calling, he went thro a courſe of 
collegiate ſtudies. Soon after, with the advant- 
Age of mature age and ſolid judgment, in addition 
to the higher accompliſhment of true piety. (as a 
% 
be was introduced into the miniſtry, as a pteach- 
cr of the golpel, © . 
An eccleſſaſtical ſociety having been newly 
formed in this place, he was applied to, à8 a gan- 
didate for the goſpel miniſtry; and after ſuffici- 
ent trial, this church and people, with great har- 
mony, invited him to take the paſtoral charge of 
them. This call, he accepted ; and, was velted = 
With the ſacerdotal office, by the ſolemn rite of 
ordination, on the ꝗth day af Oct, A. H. 1245.7 : 
Ike God of nature and of grace was pleaſed 
to furniſh him with many valuable gifts, 8 e 
goſpel miniſtry. Ele acquired a good gegtes of 
 uſetul information; eſpecially in the ſacred ſerip- 
tures; and was a ſcribe well inſtructed unto the 


< 
* 


kingdom of heaven; a workman, who, needed 


not to be aſhamed; rightly dividing the word of 
truth, "He never feed 2 flowery, tile ; but 
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loved me, {aid Chriſt to his Diſciples, ye would 
rejoice, becauſe I ſaid, I go unto my father. 
It is our duty to weep and mourn, when our 
heavenly father is pleaſed to correct us. We 
ought to humble ourſelves under his mighty 
hand; and for our inſtruction and improvement, 
bearken to the leſſons which he is giving us. But 
good reaſon to believe that our departed friends 
are ſafely arrived at that city ot our God above, 
andare ſonkin full draughts of heart-felt and ne- 
ver failing pleaſure, at that river of God, whifch 
Yows at his right hand, will prevent our Week 
ing tor Yam 3, tho wear veep Tor Ut R IE AR 
athets, who are {till in a ſtate of diſcipline. © 
The thoughts which have been ſuggeſted, may 
lead our meditations, with immediate reſpect to 
the mournful providence, which has called us t 
ether, Mournful as it relpeQs us, rather thz 
Fim, whole oblecvics e cc nov, c 
For we mourn, not as thoſe who have no hope; 
but have the conſolation of a well. grounded Ve- 
lief, that our departed friend has joined the fpci- 
ety of Holy e a0 e ü Of Jul 


* 


- 


| Many, of this afſembly, have been well ac- 
quainted with that venerable ſervant of God, 
whoſe corruptible remains axe ſoon to be depo- 
fred in the foltary manſion of the dead. Ir 
would therefore be needleſs, for the purpoſe of 
informing their minds, to give any traits of his 
character. Yet it may be uſeful to the living, to 


be reminded of thoſe things, in the lives of good 
men, which may tend to excite in them a lauda- 
ble emulation to glority their heavenly father : | 
| whilſt their faulty imperfections (for thole are 
to be found in the beſt chriſtians) ſhould by im. 
proved for our warning. 0 EY. V 
Funeral eulogiums are, ſometimes, no better 


er of the goſpel. 


dobo die in the Lord. 21 
than fulſome flatteries, which injure the charac- _ 
ter of the deceaſed, and offend the modelt ear. 
The preacher is nat apprehenſive that he ſhall 
thus offend, whilft de foggelt a few things for 
the information of ſome, now preſent. 


That venerable man whoſe remains are before 


us, was a native of Southbury, in this State ; and 
deſcended from parents, reſpectable on many ac- 
counts; and eſpecially, for their exemplary pie- 


ty. This fon was trained up to be uſeful to man- 


Kind, in ſome manual profeſſion, His heart was, 
hopefully, ſeaſoned with divine grace, in 1 75 


fe. This might tend to beget in him an earne 


deſire to ſerve God in the golpel of his ſon. That 
he might lay a further foundation for uſefulneſs 
in the ſacred, calling, he went thro a courſe of 


collegiate ſtudies. Soon after, with the advant- 
age of mature age and ſolid judgment, in addition 


to the higher accompliſhment of true piety (as a 
long courſe of ſucceeding; years ſerved to evince) 
he was introduced into the miniſtry, as a preach- 
* An.ecclefialtical ſociety having beat, newly 
formed in this place, he was applied to..as 4 can- - 


didate for the goſpel miniſtry; and after ſuffici- 


ent trial, this church and people, with great har- 


mony, invited him to take the paſtoral charge of 
them. his call he accepted; and was veſted 


with the facerdotal office, by the ſolemn kite of 


ordination, on the gth day af Oct, A. D. 1745. 


be God of nature and of grace was 3 


to turniſh him with many valuable gifts, for the 
_ goſpel miniſtry. He acquired a good degree. of 
_ uſeful information; eſpecially in the ſacred ſerip- 
tures; and was a ſcribe well inſtrufted unto the - 
kingdom of heaven; a workman, who, needed 


not to be aſhamed; rightly dividing the word of 


wah. Hb neter Weed 2 flowery le; but 


2 Te ble ſedueſs of the dead. 


x 4 as 


" 0: 


| uſed decent and expretfive language, fuited 1 to 


the 1 of theological ſubjects. He ap- 
peared to feel the truths he delivered to others; F 
and expreſſed them with à pathos and energy, 


naturally flowing from 'a heart warmed. with a 


ſenſe of divine things. He might, with propriety, - 
be ſurnamed a Boanerges. The word of God, 
delivered by him, ſeemed to proceed from the 


| Heart; and, often, reach the heart. The holy 


ſpirit improved him as an inſtrument of turning 
many from darkneſs to light, and from the pow- 


er of fin to God. He had, from time to time, 


the exalted ſatisfaction of finding the pleaſure of 


God, eminently proſpering in his hands. 


He was a man of acute penetration and ſolid 
judgment; and, like a wiſe maſter builder, con- 


ducted the affairs of God's houſe with great pru- 


dence. He well knew how to guard the flock of 


_ Chriſt from the ravages of inſidious Wolves: 


and, under his wiſe and faithful adminiſtrations, 
much of the beauty and order of a goſpel church, 
has always been viſible here. 
His uſefulneſs was not confined to this ſociety. 
Miniſters, as well as private chriſtians, very of- 
ten ſought to him for advice, and were convinc- 


ed of 85 wiſdom, with which it was dictated.— 


Perhaps no one, within the circle of our acquain- 


tance, has been more ſucceſsful in quieting diſ- 


turbances which have ariſen i in fiſter churches, 
than this ſervant of God. 


We have great reaſon. to rejoice ; in the good - 


nels of him, who is the ſource of being and per- 


fection, that he was pleaſed to raiſe up and qua- 
lify this venerable man for ſuch eminent uſeful- 
neſs 1 in the ent A of Chriſt : That 5 has 


eee. 


** uld with humb 
; with, A_ gracious, 1 merciful and faithful. God, 


ho die in the Lord. 2 23. 


But tis appointed. to men once to die. The 
fathers, where are they ? and the . do 
they live forever? For more than two years has 
Mr. Strong been viſited . with very diſtreſſing 
diſorders. Weariſome days and nights were 
appointed to him. That God, whoſe way is in 


the ſea, and whoſe footſteps are not known, has. 


been pleaſed to chaſten him. with pain, and the 


- multitude of his bones with ſtrong pain. That 


his life has been continued to this time is be- 
Jong expeQation. For months paſt, he and all 


ho were witneſſes of his diſtreſs, have ſuppoſed 


time of- his departure. was at hand. The 


maker of his frame was pleaſed to form him with 


rm conſtitütion. This might tend to give 
trength to his diſor er, whillt it enabled him to 
bear, up under it. Excepting a few ſhort, inter- 
up oak, he had the free exerciſe of his rational 
owers: 8 and b appeared. to enjoy a com- 


Orting le erenity of mind in the prolpett of futu- 


rity . . With that, diffdence Which becomes the 


og ve want. laid to me, that he thought 
confidence, leave himſelf 


miſting, in the merits and mediation of an all- 
ſufficient Saviour; thro. whom alone, he looked 7 
forthe bleſſings of immortality ; ; and hoped. for 
the rewards of mercy. The goſpel 7 8 of. 

ace, w ich were the, darling ſubjects of his. 
8 wh yielded great, ſupport and conſola- 


tion in the near view of death. 


We have good reafon to believe, that he i is the 


ſuhject of that bleſſedneſs, which the Holy Spi- 
rit, with an audible voice, declared, 10 belong ta 
the dead, who die. in the Lord. This will afford 


h platten to his numerous ſurviving 
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. be free de 


Veceney ret uires what 2 word of = 1 
now made to fl „ . 
Deaf aud roſprftable üs, 1 
Your heavetily Father is treating you 11 9 0 | 
dren, inaſmuch as you ate 110 ſtrangers to Allie. 
tion: For he has told us, that, Bon hy Tobieth,, 
be chaftenerh. and ſtoarghth every fo whinh he fe. 
ceiveth. But, as he cortects du in love, it 
in meaſure. The cap of afflietioti, which ba 
repeatedly been put into your hands, Has 1— 


tempered with many cok ling e ou 
ecarthly patents; but under citcuraſtances 

from being aggraratedl. But few parents ft 
been greater Pieſtag to theit offspring, thin 
yours.” They watched over your chlldgeg and. 
youth, with the tendereſt WT Rae 1 
ron in the molt depe ndant ſt 


29 e 1 ample proer, d oy 
up : "it the TR | 


uſt y 60 4 

70 0 0 nene 15 the many kind 6 
ces petforived by your immediate parents, jou 
will not be unmindful of the obligations you' ate 
under to your heavenly father, Who impröved 
them to conyey to you thofe invaluable bleffings, 
which you rd thro their hands. You 1 
be ſenfible of the kindneſs of heaven in continu- 

ing them for a long period; and making them, 

in a vatiety of ways, bleſſings thro life : and alſo 
in giving you an opportunity to make ſome re- 
quital in kind,” 

By their paſt wile counfels Pr 206d exath- 
ples they will continue to adminiſter inſtruction 
and Cherein they followed 'Chrift, you will f. fee 
ſweetly conſtrained to follow hl Altho you 
can't mourn for them, yet you will mourn for 
pourſelves and your children—and evidence to 


r r GS. abt ot 


8 


your obſeryers a ſenſe of God's right to govern 
and diſpoſe of you and yours, as pleaſeth him. 


Lou can't fail of that ſatisfaction which will 


ariſe from the undiſſembled condolance of your 


numerous friends; and their devout wiſhes, that 


you may have thoſe divine conſolations which 
are not few nor ſmall; and that the diſpenſations 
of providence, may promote your ſpiritual good 
Bere, and higheſt felicity in a better world. 

It will be expected that a brief addreſs be 
made to the church and people of God in this 


place. 2 


Men and Bretbren, 


o 


Ihe head of the church was pleaſed. to ap- | 
prove of your becoming zeal for the worſhip and 


order of his houſe, in the day of your ſmall 


things; and to provide for you a Paſtor, (as we 
truſt) after his own heart. You ſoon derived great 


advantages from his eminent prudence. He was 


always concerned, to promote your beſt intereſt, 


which lay near his heart. When in danger of 
being led aſtray by men, whoſe zeal was beyond 
their knowledge, you have been kept in order 


and harmony, by his prudent counſels and cau- 
tions. - Lou have found him a faithful watch- 
man and ſkilful guide, as well as a true chriſtian 


preacher, and inſtructive teacher of morality>— 

You are witneſles, that in the courſe of a long 

miniſtry, he has made Chriſt and the way of fal- 
vation by him, made known in the goſpel, the 


darling ſubjects of his preaching: feeding the 


lambs and the ſheep of his flock, with the whole- 
ſome food of ſound doctrine, as they were able 


And as he was a faithful, ſo he was a ſucceſs- 


Miniſter of the New- Teſtament. His ſermons 


were delivered from a 1 and faithful memo- 


| 1 


2 The hg, of the dead 
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73 and often, with that affection, which had « 
happy tendency, by God's bleſſing, to enkindle 
alike flame in the hearts of his hearers. His 
preaching was plain and practical; ſcriptural 
and powerful: and by the efficacious influence 
of divine grace was effectual to awaken careleſs, 
and direct enquiring ſouls in the way to Zion; 
and to lead the children OO the road to 
heaven. 


His lips are now ſealed: i in nen vow will 


bn his yoics no more. Vet by wiſely reee- 


lecting and faithfully improving the counſels 
which he has given, you _ hear him, tho nd, 
_ yet ſpeaking. _ 
We rejoice with ou, that altho 
nerable Paſtor has, y 


wor hae ve- 
r ſome Ans, Len ls 410 


by ſickneſs, and now by death, Jet you are not 


as ſheep without a ſhepherd. Lou have been 


led to the choice of one for r guy 


who is now your miniſter in the gol] 
truſt that you will eſteem and love him highly 


for his work. ſake; and do, what in onion is) 


make his life comfortable, and his miniſtry toe” 
ceſsful amongſt yon. 


We commend him and you to God, and e 


the word of his grace, which is able to build you 


up, and to give you an inheritanee .. all 


them which are ſanctified. 


Win propriety, 2 few words way re addreſſ- | 


ed to my brethren in the ſacred. miniſtry, | 
" Reverend Sire, 


A mournful, but long ad PROS 00 has. 


called us together. The great diſpoſer of events 


as taken from our head, this day, a father in 


the miniſtry. - Some of us have been long and 
intimately acquainted with him; and have ſeen 


much reaſon” to —_— and Lg e highly, 


who die in the Lord. 27 


22 1 ou 


for thoſe eminent gifts and graces, which appear. 


edin him. Altho theſe could not fecure him 
from the ſtroke of death, by which he is remov- 
ed from our world; yet, we may ſtill profit by 


lis paſt wife counſels and examplary converſa- 
_—_— OE 99 7 EH = Co: 


By this providence we are reminded of our 
own mortality. The treaſure of the goſpel is 


committed to earthen veſſels, which may, at any 
time fall and break to pieces. This ſhould ex. 


cite us to riſe to vigorous exertions; in the work 

of him, who fentus into the world: for the night 
is at hand, in which no work can be done. God 
has honored us, by committing to us a difpenfa- 
tion of the goſpel. But who is ſufficient for theſe 
things? Yet we are allowed and encouraged to 
look for that grace, which is ſufficient. We are 
ſtewards of theſe heavenly myſteries ; but may 
not be always ſtewards. A reckoning time will 
come; nor can it be very remote. The care 
of precious ſouls is committed to us; and ſhould 


they periſh, thro our neglect, we are warned that 


; their blood ſhall be required at our hands. 
Loet us not ſhun to declare any part of thecoun- 
ſel of God: but, with thoſe important conſider- 


ations, contained in the law and goſpel, endeavor 
to perſuade ſinners to be reconciled to God.— 


Loet us watch for the flock ; evidence truth to 
the conſciences of men; labor to awaken ſin- 
ners; and hold up Chriſt as the way and the 


truth and the liſe. Let us reprove ſome with 


gentleneſs ; and others with ſharpneſs : make 


it our care to pour balm into wounded ſpirits; 


and to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to the wearied ; 


and manage all with a deep ſenſe of the worth of 
ſouls ; and the invaluable price which was paid 
for their redemption ; together with the ſolemn 
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a8 we base of the dead 


account, which, ere long, we. muſt. give to. > the 
chief ſhepherd... 

Let all, whether miniſters or Dongle, bank this 
on our minds, that we are probationers for eter- 
nity. And, altho we are not to look for hea- 
ven, as the reward of our ſervice; ; but ſhall 
have the Higheſt reaſon to ſay, we are unprofita- 
ble ſervants, ſhould we even do all that is re- 
quired of us; yet this is our working ſeaſon, and 

we arc told, that, whatſoever a man ſoweth, that 
| ſhall he alſo reap. For he, who ſoweth to his 
fleſh, (all of the fleſh, reap, corruption: but he, 
who ſoweth to the ſpirit, oa, of the as Me 
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